Cables & Materials Working Group
Meeting Minutes

Meeting of March 10, 2004

Present:
E. Freret/SC; J. Gulley/SC (secretary); H. Taureg/PH (chairman); M. Tavlet/PH; H. Vincke/SC.
Apologies:
H. Blampey/PH; J-P. Lyonne/FI; C. Dechelette ; C. Gregory/TS ; J-C. Guillaume/TS ; H. Rykaczewski/PH; F. Szoncso/SC; V. Bobillier/PH.
Copies:

Helmut Schönbacher/SC, R. Trant/SC.
Agenda

· Future of the Working Group
· Revised version of IS23
· Revised version of IS41
· Situation of halogen free PCBs

· A.O.B.

1. Future of the Working Group
Hans Taureg, as chairman, welcomed those present, to the first working group meeting after a break of about four years (a sub-group of the Cables & Materials Working Group – the Working Group for replacement of FR-4 materials – had its last meeting in January 2002). He explained that the initiative to revive the working group was led, in the main part, by Helmut Schönbacher (SC). The possibility of integrating the subject into the re-established LHC Safety Working Group was examined but was not considered appropriate since not all of CERN is represented in these meetings. Hans Taureg therefore proposed the following:
-
the Working Group should continue as an ‘autonomous’ working group.
· the Working Group should meet at least once per year; 

· the chairperson should report to the DSOC once per year;

· the secretary of the meetings would be Jonathan Gulley/SC; the chairperson remains to be decided;

· it was agreed that the list of permanent members should be kept to a minimum with specific persons invited depending on the subject under discussion. The different groups to be represented, in the list of invitees, include: the LHC Experiments; the non-LHC Experiments; the CERN Stores; the Electrical Engineering Group of TS; the ‘Cable Controller’ from the Safety Commission and other Safety Commission experts. 
Action: Define members of working group (Hans Taureg). 

· A formal definition of the mandate of this Working Group will be requested from the Leader of the Safety Commission. In the immediate it was agreed that the working group served as the appropriate forum for discussions relating to the proposed revision of Safety Instructions IS23 and IS41 and to air common problems currently experienced at CERN (e.g. the choice of plastic pipe for the LHC air aspirating ‘Sniffer’ system. The investigation for a suitable material is being co-ordinated by Stefano Fratianni for the LHC Experiments, with input from SC/GS-GC regarding the fire behaviour of the materials). 
Action: Request definition of mandate of working group (Hans Taureg).
2. Revised version of IS23

Jonathan Gulley presented a summary of the proposed revisions to IS23 (see attached file). Hans Taureg commented that it would be wise to make a reference in IS23 to the list of independent laboratories capable of performing the referenced fire tests (e.g. to a list kept on the Safety Commission’s web pages), rather than include the list as an Annex. This would avoid having to update the safety instruction each time the list is updated. This was agreed by the group. 
The group considered the distributed version of IS23 ready for presentation at the DSOC. 

Action: The revised version of IS23 should next be presented to the DSOC (Jonathan Gulley). 

3. Revised version of IS41

Jonathan Gulley then presented a summary of the proposed revisions to IS41 (see attached file). Apart from those changes which are common to IS23 the aim is for a more flexible approach with the application of more specific standards, according to the form and end-use of different materials. It is hoped to have a final version of the safety instruction ready for autumn 2004.
4. Situation of halogen free PCBs

Marc Tavlet gave an overview of the situation (See attached file, similar to that presented at the final meeting of the Working Group for replacement of FR-4 materials, January 2002). In brief, the situation has not evolved much, apart from the fact that there is probably no longer a concern for the availability of the alternative materials. Marc said he was not sure if the questionnaire at the end of the presentation had indeed been sent to all LHC Experiments. He proposed that this would be a useful means in learning of any difficulties the experiments had encountered in obtaining offers for the alternative materials. In any case it was accepted that for the LHC Experiments, any decision now taken would be too late to influence the procurement of materials.
5. A.O.B.

Helmut Vincke mentioned that the web pages giving details of irradiated non-metallic materials (e.g. theory, test results etc.) is complete and should now be checked before being made public via the home page of the Radio-Protection Group (Safety Commission).  
Action: Present pages at next meeting (Helmut Vincke).

The meeting was adjourned. The next meeting will be scheduled for 16 June 2004.

Minutes submitted by:

Jonathan Gulley (Secretary)
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